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For the second consecutive year deaths from terrorism declined.  
Over the two years there was a decrease of 22% compared to the peak 
of terror activity in 2014. Terrorism deaths have fallen significantly 
in Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria. However, ISIL defied this 
positive trend with over 9,000 deaths, primarily in Iraq and increased 
activity in OECD countries.
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13%
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS  
IS DOWN BY 13% COMPARED TO 
2015 BUT ISIL AND LOW-TECH 
ATTACKS REMAIN A CONCERN.

33%
SYRIA, PAKISTAN, 
AFGHANISTAN AND NIGERIA, 
FOUR OF THE FIVE COUNTRIES 
MOST IMPACTED BY TERRORISM, 
RECORDED 33% FEWER DEATHS. 

80%
TERRORISM DEATHS 
ATTRIBUTED TO BOKO 
HARAM IN NIGERIA  
FELL BY 80% AS THE GROUP 
FACED MILITARY PRESSURE.
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DOWNLOAD THE FULL 2017 GTI REPORT, INCLUDING DETAILED CHARTS,   METHODOLOGY AND COUNTRY BACKGROUNDS AT VISIONOFHUMANITY.ORG

FIVE MOST IMPACTED COUNTRIES**

PAKISTAN 
DEATHS 956 
INCIDENTS 736

5

**2016

SYRIA 
DEATHS 2,102 
INCIDENTS 366

4 NIGERIA 
DEATHS 1,832 
INCIDENTS 466
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OECD COUNTRIES

SYRIA
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REST OF THE WORLD

265
IN 2016, OECD COUNTRIES 
EXPERIENCED 265 DEATHS, 
THE HIGHEST NUMBER SINCE 
2001, BUT THIS TREND APPEARS 
TO BE DECLINING.

99%
SINCE 2000, 99% OF DEATHS  
HAVE OCCCURED IN COUNTRIES 
EITHER IN CONFLICT OR WITH 
HIGH LEVELS OF POLITICAL 
TERROR.

*Includes ISIL directed attacks in OECD countries. Does not include ISIL affiliates or ISIL inspired attacks in the OECD 
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DOWNLOAD THE FULL 2017 GTI REPORT, INCLUDING DETAILED CHARTS,   METHODOLOGY AND COUNTRY BACKGROUNDS AT VISIONOFHUMANITY.ORG

50%
ISIL KILLED 50% MORE 
PEOPLE IN 2016, MAKING IT 
THEIR DEADLIEST YEAR WITH 
OVER 9,000 DEATHS, PRIMARILY 
IN IRAQ.

AFGHANISTAN 
DEATHS 4,574 
INCIDENTS 1,342

2

IRAQ 
DEATHS 9,765 
INCIDENTS 2,965
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The G
lobal Terrorism

 Index m
easures the im

pact 
of terrorism

 in 163 countries (99.6%
 of the w

orld’s 
population) according to the im

pact of terrorism
. 

See the full list of ranks and explore the data on the 
interactive m

ap on visionofhum
anity.org. C

lick on a 
country to see the im

pact of terrorism
, com

pare tw
o 

or m
ore countries and use the tim

eline to see the 
changes in terrorism

 since 20
0
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The G
TI is developed by the Institute for Econom

ics &
 

Peace, an independent, non-partisan, non-profit think 
tank dedicated to shifting the w

orld’s focus to peace 
as a positive, achievable and tangible m

easure of 
hum

an w
ellbeing and progress.

IEP is headquartered in Sydney, w
ith offices in  

N
ew

 York, The H
ague, M

exico C
ity and Brussels.  

It w
orks w

ith a w
ide range of partners internationally 

and collaborates w
ith intergovernm

ental organisations 
on m

easuring and com
m

unicating the econom
ic 

value of peace.
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